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 VILLAGE OF ITASCA COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES

November 3, 2016 – Immediately Following Village Board Meeting

Call to Order: Mayor Jeff Pruyn called the meeting to order at 7:32PM.

Roll Call: Present: Trustees – Marty Hower, Jeff Aiani, Frank Madaras,
Lucy Santorsola, Mike Latoria. 

Also present:  Village Administrator – Evan Teich; Director of 
Police – Robert O’Connor; Community Development Director – 
Nancy Hill; Director of Public Works – Ross Hitchcock; Finance
Director – Julie Ciesla; Village Attorney – Chuck Hervas; 
Village Engineering Consultant – Aaron Fundich; Deputy 
Village Clerk – Jake Lawrence; Community Development Intern
– Chris Strom. 

Absent:  Trustee – Ellen Leahy.

Pledge of Allegiance: Recited at the preceding Village Board Meeting.

Audience Participation: None.

Minutes:
(October 4, 2016)

Mayor Pruyn asked if there were any questions regarding or 
corrections to the Committee of the Whole Meeting minutes of 
October 4, 2016 as presented. Hearing none, Trustee Hower 
made a motion to approve said minutes; Trustee Santorsola 
seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous voice 
vote.

Minutes:
(October 18, 2016)

Mayor Pruyn asked if there were any questions regarding or 
corrections to the Committee of the Whole Meeting minutes of 
October 18, 2016 as presented. Hearing none, Trustee 
Santorsola made a motion to approve said minutes; Trustee 
Hower seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous 
voice vote.

President’s Comments:
(Coffee with the Mayor Recap)

Mayor Pruyn reported on how he met with a resident 
concerning summer sewer rates that may or may not expose 
the Village to litigation issues. The Mayor explained the 
gentleman feels like he should be able to hook on a second 
meter. Staff responded they will look into it.

Community Development
Committee:
Trustee Latoria, Chairperson
(Special Use – Major Prime 
Plastics)

Trustee Latoria presented discussion and possible action 
concerning a Request by Reed Hadley of Major Prime Plastics,
Inc. for a Special Use for Outdoor Storage in the M Limited 
Manufacturing District (925 W. Thorndale Avenue). Hearing no 
objections, Trustee Latoria made a motion to recommend 
approval of the Special Use for Outdoor Storage for Major 
Prime Plastics; Trustee Hower seconded the motion. Motion 
carried by a unanimous voice vote.
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Administration Committee:
Trustee Santorsola, Chairperson
(Reverse Commuter Parking)

Trustee Santorsola presented discussion and possible action 
concerning Adding Nine New Parking Spaces to South Maple 
Street Parking Lot for Reverse Parking. Evan Teich explained 
that staff conducted a survey of nine parking spaces located on
the west side of the S. Maple Street parking lot and determined
a parking expansion would meet the needs of the business 
community. He explained staff recommends creating nine news
spaces on the west end of the S. Maple Street parking lot, for 
them to be established in January, and for raising the parking 
space fees closer to the average for communities surveyed. 
There was Board consensus to move forward with the parking 
spaces and with staff’s recommendations.

Environment Committee:
Trustee Leahy, Chairperson

Trustee Leahy was absent. There was no report.

Finance Committee:
Trustee Hower, Chairperson

Trustee Hower had no report.

Public Safety Committee:
Trustee Madaras, Chairperson

  Trustee Madaras had no report.

Public Works/Infrastructure 
Committee:
Trustee Aiani, Chairperson
(2016 Street Resurfacing 
Program)

(Happy Acres Improvements)

(South Side Drainage 
Improvements)

(Executive Session Motion)

Trustee Aiani presented discussion and possible action 
concerning Payment Estimate #1 - 2016 Street Resurfacing 
Program. Hearing no objections, Trustee Aiani made a motion 
to recommend approval of Payment Estimate #1 – 2016 Street 
Resurfacing Program; Trustee Hower seconded the motion. 
Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

Trustee Aiani presented discussion and possible action 
concerning Happy Acres Improvements - Payment Estimate #3
& Final. Hearing no objections, Trustee Aiani made a motion to 
recommend approval of Payment Estimate #3 & Final for 
Happy Acres Improvements; Trustee Latoria seconded the 
motion. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

Trustee Aiani presented discussion and possible action 
concerning South Side Drainage Improvements - Phase 1 
Payment Estimate #4 & Final. Hearing no objections, Trustee 
Aiani made a motion to recommend approval of Payment 
Estimate #4 & Final for South Side Drainage Improvements; 
Trustee Latoria seconded the motion. Motion carried by a 
unanimous voice vote.

Trustee Aiani made a motion to enter into Executive Session at
the end of the Committee of the Whole in order to discuss the 
review and approval of Executive Session minutes; Trustee 
Hower seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous 
voice vote.
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(Robinson Engineering Elgin 
O’Hare Updates)

Aaron Fundich presented on progress and updates to the Elgin 
O’Hare tollway project. He characterized the working 
relationship with the Tollway as constructive and responsive. 
The real changes will come next year, but already there have 
been many changes recently. There are now new flyover 
ramps from northbound to eastbound; a new ramp southbound 
from 290 that will ultimately make it to the main line; the big 
picture is starting to take shape. Expected work on current 
projects will be completed December 2016. The reconstructed 
Clover Ridge was opened to through traffic on October 27. 

Department Heads: Director of Police Robert O’Connor reported there will be a 
large ceremonial event taking place at the Fire Protection 
District at 10AM on November 10 memorializing a State trooper
killed on duty on I-355. They will be dedicating a stretch of 
roadway in his honor. 

Community Development Nancy Hill had no report.

Community Development Intern Chris Strom had no report.

Village Engineering Consultant Aaron Fundich had no report.

Public Works Director Ross Hitchcock reported a contractor 
within the next week will be removing and restriping the three 
spots in front of Dino Gavanes’ building on 127 N. Walnut 
Street.

Finance Director Julie Ciesla reported on the Itasca Wellness 
Committee’s second Annual Health and Wellness Fair. 
Financial policies, she says, will be presented to the Board in 
early December. Discussion ensued over new federal penalties
with the IPBC and the burden this puts on staff. Ms. Ciesla also
reported she is also working on the Capital Improvement Plan 
and long-term financial planning.

Village Administrator Evan Teich reported the Village and the 
police unions finished with their collective bargaining 
agreements. He thanked Bob O’Connor and staff for all their 
hard work. He also reported on new developments with the ICC
regarding ComEd poles, the current RFPs pending for HVAC 
and janitorial services, a liquor license overhaul, an update of 
the garbage contract, and said there will be a status update at 
the next Board meeting.

Deputy Village Clerk Jake Lawrence had no report.

Village Attorney Charles Hervas had no report.

Recess: Mayor Pruyn called for a recess at 8:37PM before going into 
Executive Session to discuss Executive Session minutes.
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Executive Session: Executive Session was called to order at 8:46PM.

Reconvene: The Village Board reconvened at 8:57PM.

Adjournment: Trustee Latoria made a motion to adjourn the Committee of the
Whole Meeting at 8:58PM; Trustee Hower seconded the 
motion. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

___________________________________________
Minutes by:  Melody Craven, Village Clerk












