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MEMORANDUM

TO: President Jeff Pruyn
Village Board of Trustees

RE: Walnut Street Parking Spots

FROM: Chris Strom
Community Development Intern COTW

:
CC: Nancy Hill

File
ENCL:

The purpose of this memo is to suggest eliminating three existing parking stalls on the east side of Walnut
Street in front of 127 N. Walnut Street. This is due to the proximity of vehicles parked in theses spaces 
and fire trucks and other large vehicles driving north on Walnut Street.

During the Fall of 2015, the Village of Itasca was granted a Quite Zone by the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) from Prospect Avenue to Interstate 290. In order to implement the Quite Zone, the 
Village was required to install a traffic median at the Walnut Street train tracks crossing. With the 
installment of this traffic median, the lane width was decreased. The Village has received complaints 
about the parking spots on the east side of Walnut Street just north of the railroad tracks, in front of 127 
N. Walnut Street. The concern is that traffic comes too close to vehicles parked in these spots. There is 
added danger because people parking do not always look for oncoming traffic when opening their car 
doors. The Itasca Fire Protection District also approached the Village in respect to these parking spots. 
Fire trucks are having a difficult time fitting through this section of Walnut Street as a result of the new 
traffic median.

On April 11, 2016 the Community Development Department and the Itasca Fire Protection District 
worked together to demonstrate the proximity of fire trucks to cars in the parking spots on the east side of 
Walnut Street. Pictures are attached on the following pages.

Staff recommends removal of the parking spots on the east side of Walnut Street, just north of the railroad
tracks in front of 127 N. Walnut Street, due to the narrowness of the street lane and to reduce the potential
dangers from the reduced lane width. The 127 N. Walnut Street building will still have enough parking 
for visitors and employees on the north side of the building and on-site.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at (630) 228-5614 or via email at cstrom@itasca.com.

Village of Itasca
Community Development Department
550 WEST IRVING PARK RD.  ITASCA, IL  60143
PHONE:  630/773-5568   FAX:  630/773-0852
e-mail: cstrom@itasca.com
www.itasca.com
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