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 VILLAGE OF ITASCA COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES 

February 2, 2016 – Immediately Following Village Board Meeting 
 

Call to Order: Mayor Jeff Pruyn called the meeting to order at 7:47PM. 
 

Roll Call: Present: Trustees – Marty Hower, Jeff Aiani, Mike Latoria, 
Frank Madaras, Ellen Leahy, Lucy Santorsola; Village Clerk – 
Melody Craven. 
 
Also present:  Village Administrator – Evan Teich; Chief of 
Police – Robert O’Connor; Community Development Director – 
Nancy Hill; Director of Public Works – Ross Hitchcock; Finance 
Director – Julie Ciesla; Village Engineering Consultant – Al 
Stefan. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance: Recited at the preceding Village Board Meeting. 
 

Audience Participation: None. 
 

Minutes: 
(January 19, 2016) 

Mayor Pruyn asked if there were any questions regarding or 
corrections to the Committee of the Whole Meeting minutes of 
January 19, 2016 as presented. Hearing none, Trustee Latoria 
made a motion to approve said minutes; Trustee Hower 
seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous voice 
vote. 
 

President’s Comments: 
(Boy Scout – Merit Badge) 
 
 
(Commission/Board vacancies) 

Boy Scout Troop 409 members were in attendance to fulfill a 
requirement for a merit badge. 
 
Mayor Pruyn reported that there was one (1) vacancy each on 
the following: Historical Commission and Police Pension Board. 
 

Community Development 
Committee: 
Trustee Latoria, Chairperson 
(Resolution #840-16) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Ordinance #1789-16) 
 
 
 

Trustee Latoria presented discussion and possible action 
concerning Resolution #840-16 “A Resolution Authorizing 
Execution of a Proposal Letter Between the Village of Itasca 
and Brycer, LLC.” Mayor Pruyn asked justification for the $5.00 
increase in fees. Ms. Nancy Hill and Mr. Leigh Fabbri 
responded that additional features that were not in the original 
2012 contract – including a new call center – are the reasons 
for the fee increase. Hearing no further comments or questions, 
Trustee Latoria made a motion to approve Resolution #840-16; 
Trustee Madaras seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – 
Trustees Aiani, Madaras, Latoria, Hower, Leahy and 
Santorsola; Nays – None; Absent – None; Abstain – None.  
Motion carried.  
 
Trustee Latoria presented discussion and possible action 
concerning Ordinance #1789-16 “An  Ordinance Amending 
Ordinances Nos. 1601-11 and 1603-12 to Add Language to 



February 2, 2016 Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes Page 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Petition for Special Use – Zippy 
Shell, 751 N. Rohlwing Road) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Petition to Amend Special Use 
and Class I Site Plan – Elk 
Grove Park District) 

Amendment to the International Fire Code.” Hearing no 
objections, Trustee Latoria made a motion to recommend 
approval of Ordinance #1786-16; Trustee Leahy seconded the 
motion. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. 
 
Trustee Latoria presented discussion and possible action 
concerning a Petition for Special Use from Zippy Shell for 
outdoor storage at 751 N. Rohlwing Road as 
 recommended by Itasca Plan Commission (PC 16-003). Sheri 
Tretina addressed the Board briefly. Trustee Leahy asked Ms. 
Tretina how many “shells” would potentially be parked on site. 
Ms. Tretina confirmed that there would be 15 of these shell 
containers. Hearing no further comments or questions, Trustee 
Latoria made a motion to approve the Petition for Special Use 
for Zippy Shell; Trustee Leahy seconded the motion. Motion 
carried by a majority voice vote.  
 
Trustee Latoria presented discussion and possible action 
concerning a Petition to Amend Special Use and Class I Site 
Plan from Elk Grove Village Park District as  recommended by 
Itasca Plan Commission (PC 16-005). Hearing no objections, 
Trustee Latoria made a motion to approve the Petition to 
Amend Special Use and Class I Site Plan from Elk Grove 
Village Park District; Trustee Madaras seconded the motion. 
Motion carried by a majority voice vote.   
 

President’s Comments 
(Cont.): 
(West Central Reliability 
Project) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Evan Teich initiated discussion regarding the ComEd “West 
Central Reliability Project.” The proposal from ComEd is to 
install numerous 130’ to 150’ power poles approximately every 
600 feet from the Bartlett substation on the south side of the 
Tollway with arms being placed on the south side. ComEd has 
owned the right-of-way for 20 to 30 years since the inception of 
the Elgin O’Hare Expressway.  
 
On Thursday, February 11, 2016 from 4:00PM to 7:00PM there 
was an “Open House Forum” regarding this topic. Mayor Pruyn 
stated that this was an extra meeting that would not have 
occurred as ComEd was planning to only two meetings in 
DuPage County and two meetings in Cook County.  
 
ComEd plans to apply to ICC in March. The poles would be 
constructed in 2017. The cost to bury the lines would be 10 
times the cost of above ground poles and wires. ICC has this 
project on their website as a potential future project. The Village 
of Itasca encourages everyone to comment on via the ICC 
website. ComEd has agreed to meet with village managers 
prior to a main meeting scheduled for February 18, 2016. 
 
In order to stop or delay this process, the Village can enter in 
an intervener process, a legal proceeding, with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission (ICC). Intervening would require hiring 
specialized legal counsel and experts which could prove to be 
very costly. 
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(Coffee with the Mayor – 
January 30, 2016) 
 
 
(Proposed Employee Merit 
System) 

Mayor Pruyn asked the Board for concurrence to give him and 
Mr. Evan Teich authority to spend up to $100,000.00 to put into 
this intervention process. The details would be discussed at a 
future meeting.  
 
Trustee Aiani stated that he is opposed to the installation of the 
proposed poles and power lines, but he felt $100,000.00 is too 
much money to spend on something the Village cannot control. 
 
Mr. Teich reported that Elk Grove Village, Roselle, 
Schaumburg, Hanover Park would be partners in this fight. 
 
Itasca resident, Mr. Jay Manguba of 927 Clover Ridge Lane, 
addressed the Board stating that he would like to see the 
reports regarding the safety of the power lines. He thanked the 
Board for being willing to fight on behalf of the residents. 
 
Further discussion on the matter would take place at a later 
date. 
 
Mayor Pruyn reported that the Coffee with the Mayor event held 
on Saturday, January 30, 2016 has a good turnout with three 
residents and Trustee Aiani. 
 
Mayor Pruyn presented discussion and possible action 
concerning a proposed merit system. 
 
Mr. Teich reported on a proposed merit system. He presented 
the Board with two options. 
 
Option #1 creates a 3% cap on merit and the elimination of the 
Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) increase for non-union 
employees. Staff's main goal with Option #1 is to avoid 
demotivating employees and to provide some financial 
incentive to reward employees for going above and beyond 
performance standards. 
 
With Option #2, staff looked at a way to address compression 
issues and keep salaries competitive with both internal and 
external comparables. Option #2 builds on Option #1 by 
increasing the cap from 3.0% to 3.50% for our top performers. 
This option provides slightly more separation between each of 
the higher performance categories, thereby providing a greater 
financial incentive for better performance.  
 
In an effort to address competitiveness with like communities, 
Option #2 also includes a biannual review of the salary ranges 
and a review of each non-union employee's placement within 
his or her respective range. An employee that has fallen behind 
in the range or is in the incorrect placement given his or her 
experience, knowledge, skills, and abilities would be eligible for 
up to an additional 4% increase at the discretion of the Village 
Administrator, based on their annual evaluation to allow for 
movement within the range. 
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Mr. Teich said Ms. Cristina White and Ms. Julie Ciesla were on 
hand to answer questions and he thanked them for their work 
on this proposal. 
 
Trustee Madaras would not support anything above 3% 
increases at this time. He thinks “Meet Expectations” should be 
given no more than 2 ½% and “Exceeds Expectations” should 
be given no more than 2 ¾%. 
 
Discussion ensued over the criteria and rating system involved 
in the evaluation process. 
 
Trustee Latoria asked for the criteria for each rating and how it 
would be given to an employee. Mr. Teich informed the Board 
that each employee would receive an evaluation by their 
department head and that he would have final approval. 
Trustee Latoria trusts the employees and department heads, 
but he doesn’t trust the process. He asked for it to be proven to 
him before he could agree with Mr. Teich’s recommendation.  
Trustee Latoria wanted an explanation regarding what would 
warrant a “Top Performer” rating. 
 
Trustee Latoria stated that he could not support Mr. Teich’s 
recommendation as, after 5 ½ years, there were no specific 
goals or merit criteria in place. He asked Mr. Teich to review 
the proposed merit system and revise it. 
 
Trustee Hower stated that the Board approved the union 
contracts which included step increases in addition to 
percentage increases as stipulated.  He stated that the merit 
pool being requested is approximately $15,000 and he felt it 
would be money well spent. 
 
Trustee Aiani made a motion to recommend approval of Option 
#2 which builds on Option #1 by increasing the cap from 3.0% 
to 3.50% for our top performers. Trustee Leahy seconded the 
motion. Roll Call Vote: Ayes – Trustees Hower, Leahy, Aiani. 
Nays – Madaras, Latoria, Santorsola. Motion failed due to a tie 
vote; Mayor Pruyn abstained.  
 
Trustee Hower made a motion to recommend approval of 
Option #1 creating a 3% cap on merit and the elimination of the 
Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) increase for non-union 
employees. Trustee Leahy seconded the motion. The main 
motion was delayed due to tabling.  
 
Trustee Latoria made a motion to table the vote to recommend 
Option #1 for two weeks; Trustee Aiani seconded the motion. 
The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
 

Administration Committee: 
Trustee Santorsola, Chairperson 
 
 

Trustee Santorsola had no report. 
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Environment Committee: 
Trustee Leahy, Chairperson 
 

Trustee Leahy had no report. 

Finance Committee: 
Trustee Hower, Chairperson 
 

Trustee Hower had no report. 

Public Safety Committee: 
Trustee Madaras, Chairperson 
 

 Trustee Madaras had no report. 
 
 

Public Works/Infrastructure 
Committee: 
Trustee Aiani, Chairperson 
(Robinson Engineering 
Agreement – Holiday Inn Lift 
Station) 
 
 
 
(Robinson Engineering Task 
Order 15-388.02) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Public Works/Infrastructure 
Committee Meeting on January 
19, 2016)  
 

Trustee Aiani presented discussion and possible action 
concerning a Robinson Engineering Agreement regarding the 
Holiday Inn Lift Station. Hearing no objections, Trustee Aiani 
made a motion to approve the Robinson Engineering 
Agreement regarding the Holiday Inn Lift Station; Trustee 
Leahy seconded the motion. Motion carried by a majority voice 
vote. 
 
Trustee Aiani presented discussion and possible action 
concerning Robinson Engineering Task Order 15-388.02 for 
Design and Permitting Services for the remaining Nature 
Center Paths Hearing no objections, Trustee Aiani made a 
motion to approve Robinson Engineering Task Order 15-
388.02; Trustee Leahy seconded the motion. Motion carried by 
a majority voice vote. 
 
Trustee Aiani made a motion to schedule a Public 
Works/Infrastructure Committee meeting to discuss the Capital 
Improvement Plan at 5:30PM on Tuesday, February 16, 2016; 
Trustee Leahy seconded the motion. Motion carried by a 
majority voice vote. 
 

Department Heads: Chief O’Connor reported on the Itasca School District Advisory 
Team and its vacancies. Mayor Pruyn was asked to join the 
team. The first meeting is scheduled for February 11, 2016. He 
stated he would be asking for the last candidate on the 
eligibility list to fill a vacancy. Mayor Pruyn reported that Itasca 
Police Commission would begin working on a new eligibility list. 
 
Ms. Nancy Hill, Community Development Director, reported 
that her department is working with American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP). One condition of approval was the completion 
of a traffic study. After review, staff found that there is some 
impact to Devon Avenue (Cook County). Additional 
conversations would be needed regarding Park Blvd. and 
Pierce Rd. Before a building permit would be issued, the 
Village would have to reach an agreement to what contribution 
would need to be made by AAP. 
 
Mr. Ross Hitchcock, Public Works Director, reported that Dave 
Sloan, General Services Superintendent, hosted a workshop at 
Morton Arboretum. 
 
Ms. Julie Ciesla, Finance Director, reported that there have 
been minor responses to the water/sewer rate letters. Business 
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letters would be sent out tomorrow, February 3, 2016. She 
further reported that the budget process is underway for this 
fiscal year. In regards to the audit contract renewal, she has 
asked Sikich for a proposal of a 3-year contract. 
 
Mr. Evan Teich, Village Administrator, thanked Jake Lawrence, 
Dan Corcoran and Melody Craven on the recent electronic 
process of Agenda Planner. The goal is over a shorter period of 
time to do the packets electronically and try to get away from 
delivery of the packets. If Trustees still want a packet, they 
would be available in the Trustees’ mailboxes.   
 
Village Clerk Melody Craven had no report. 
 
Village Attorney Chuck Hervas reported on several items. He 
reported that Dr. Emil Marogil, an Itasca orthodontist, has filed 
suit against the property owner as a result of a sewage backup. 
A week ago he added the Village of Itasca to the lawsuit. Mr. 
Hervas has been assigned to the court. The Public Duty Rule 
would have been the principal defense in this case, but there 
are additional tort immunities that will likely help the Village.  
 
Friedrich’s vs. School District, an ongoing lawsuit regarding 
“Fair Share” is now at the Supreme Court level in an attempt to 
abolish “Fair Share.” This case should be decided in the next 
four to five months. 
 
Mr. Hervas reported there had been an inquiry regarding an 
office use of one of the office complex condos and whether or 
not one of the condos could be used for a religious 
organization. Mr. Bob Kartholl, Chairman of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals, is very familiar with this subject and helped with the 
inquiry. Mr. Hervas complimented the Community Development 
Department on how they handled the inquiry and felt that it 
should be mentioned that Mr. Kartholl was impressed with the 
way the inquiry was handled.  
 
Trustee Hower thanked Public Works, Liquor Commissioner, 
and the Police Department for their assistance with the benefit 
at Church Street Brewing. 
 

Adjournment: Trustee Santorsola made a motion to adjourn the Committee of 
the Whole Meeting at 8:02PM; Trustee Madaras seconded the 
motion. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 

 

____________________________________ 
Minutes by:  Melody J. Craven, Village Clerk 
 



   

P:\village hall public\comdev\STREETS\06_Streets N-Z\Orchard\E_400\16-004 400 E. Orchard- Driving range and more signs SU and 
VAR\COTW Memo- 400 E. Orchard- Itasca Country Club- 02.16.16.doc 

 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: President Jeff Pruyn 

Village Board of Trustees 
 

RE: PC  #16-004 
Itasca Country Club 
400 E. Orchard 
Amend special use, variances for signs and 
height of accessory structure 

FROM: Shannon L. Malik, AICP 
Planner III 

COTW: February 16, 2016 

CC: File 
 

ENCL: Plan Commission staff report 
Revised location diagram for north sign 
Forest Preserve District review letter 

 
Itasca Country Club seeks approval of variances to allow for the addition of two signs promoting The Fox 
& Turtle restaurant.  In addition, they request an amendment to their 1997 special use which limited the 
height of the driving range poles/netting to 35’ and a variance to allow for the height of the poles to be 
increased with pairs of poles of ascending heights from 35’, to 45’, to 60’ from west to east. 
 
The requests before the Village Board are as follows: 
 

A. Amend special use in order to complete driving range improvements. 
B. Variance for the height of an accessory structure. 
C. Variance for the number and square footage of proposed signs. 

 
Plan Commission Recommendation 
 
The Plan Commission conducted a public hearing on this matter on January 20, 2016.  The Itasca 
Historical Commission discussed the signage proposal on January 21, 2016 and was comfortable with the 
aesthetic.   
 
With regard to the special use request, the Plan Commission reviewed the required Findings of Fact and 
recommended approval of the special use by a vote of 3-2 (with the Chair voting).  
 
With regard to the height variance request, the Plan Commission reviewed the required Findings of Fact 
and failed to approve of the variance by a vote of 3-2 (with the Chair voting).  By Code, in situations 
where the Plan Commission fails to approve of a proposed variation, the request must receive a favorable 
vote of 2/3 of the Village Board (Section 14.09(7)).  The Village Board also has the option of referring 
the matter back to the Plan Commission.   
 
With regard to the signage variance requests, the Plan Commission reviewed the required Findings of 
Fact and recommended approval of the variances by a vote of 4-0. 
 
The approvals were made contingent upon the following conditions, as recommended by staff: 

 
1. Permit documents must be in substantial compliance with Plan Commission/Village Board 

submittal. 
 

Village of Itasca 
Community Development Department 
550 WEST IRVING PARK RD.  ITASCA, IL  60143 
PHONE:  630/773-5568  FAX:  630/773-0852 
e-mail: smalik@itasca.com 
www.itasca.com 
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2. The project must comply with all Village Ordinances, Building Codes, and the DuPage County 
Stormwater Ordinance.   
 

3. Any favorable recommendation is subject to final engineering approval and the recommendations 
within the engineering memo prepared by Amy S. McKenna, PE, dated January 11, 2016. 
 

4. The variance will become null and void if permits have not been applied for within one year. 
 

5. It appears that proposed sign 1 may be located in the floodway and need to be relocated.   
 

6. Any favorable recommendation is conditioned upon conformance with the recommendation of 
the Historical Commission as it relates to signage. 
 

Other Information 
 
The Plan Commission was generally comfortable with the driving range use, but had reservations about 
the lack of a top net to contain balls within the driving range. The petitioner has since researched 
technical questions that came up at the Plan Commission meeting and indicated that their consultant, Tex 
Net, suggests limiting the use of irons and clubs which can be used in the facility in order to ensure that 
there are no issues with balls being hit outside of the limits of the netting.   
 
For this reason, staff suggested, and the applicant agrees, to post restrictions at the driving range 
indicating that the use of 9, 7, and 6 irons is prohibited, and to provide club members with education on 
these requirements.  The Club was given the option of re-considering adding a top net in order to 
eliminate these restrictions, and decided that it preferred to move forward with the restrictions.   
 
Staff suggests adding the following to the list of conditions enumerated above: 
 

7. Itasca Country Club will post regulations at the driving range which clearly prohibit the use of 9, 
7, and 6 irons and provide additional education through communications with membership.  If, at 
any time, these restrictions fail to prevent golf balls from escaping the netted area, the Village 
reserves the right to require a top net immediately.    

 
Separately, the Country Club has provided staff with the requested new exhibit for the proposed sign on 
the north side of the property and is working on selecting a location outside of the floodway and 
providing topography for the proposed sign on the south side of the property.  Compliance will be 
verified during the permit review process and conditions 3 and 5 above directly address the matter. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: President Jeff Pruyn 

Village Board of Trustees 
 

RE: PC  #16-006 
St. Peter the Apostle 
524 N. Rush St. 
Special use, height variance, class I site 
plan, and plat of dedication 

FROM: Shannon L. Malik, AICP 
Planner III 

COTW: February 16, 2016 

CC: File 
 

ENCL: Plan Commission staff report 
Forest Preserve District review letter 
Plat of Dedication for N. Rush St. 

 
St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Parish plans to demolish the existing church building and replace it with a 
new, state of the art facility.  All other buildings will remain on site.   
 
The requests before the Village Board are as follows: 
 

A. Special use for a religious institution in the R-2 Single Family Residence District. 
B. Variance for the height of a principal structure. 
C. Class I site plan approval. 
D. Plat of Dedication for a portion of N. Rush Street 

 
Plan Commission Recommendation 
 
The Plan Commission conducted a public hearing on this matter on January 20, 2016.  The Plan 
Commission reviewed the required Findings of Fact and recommended unanimous approval (5-0) of the 
special use subject to the following conditions, as recommended by staff: 
 

1. Permit documents must be in substantial compliance with Plan Commission/Village Board 
submittal. 
 

2. The project must comply with all Village Ordinances, Building Codes, Standard Specifications, 
and the DuPage County Stormwater Ordinance in place at the time of permit application. 
 

3. The variance will become null and void if permits have not been applied for within one year. 
 

4. Approval is subject to final engineering approval and compliance with the outstanding 
recommendations within the engineering memos prepared by Amy S. McKenna, PE, dated July 
30, 2015, November 30, 2016, and January 12, 2016.   
 

5. Approval is subject to conformance with Fire District review comments pertaining to turning 
radius and route capacity for oversized vehicles as discussed in Fire Prevention Bureau Director 
Fabbri’s memo, dated November 22, 2015.   
 

Village of Itasca 
Community Development Department 
550 WEST IRVING PARK RD.  ITASCA, IL  60143 
PHONE:  630/773-5568  FAX:  630/773-0852 
e-mail: smalik@itasca.com 
www.itasca.com 
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6. Approval is subject to conformance with the recommendations within the preliminary planning 
memo prepared by Shannon Malik, AICP, dated December 8, 2015, with the exception of item 
B8 regarding connecting to Peacock Park. 

 
7. New portions of the parking lot must comply with the curb and gutter requirements of Village 

Code.  Existing sections of the parking lot which will not be altered can remain without the 
improvements, until such time that the parking lot is reconstructed.  General maintenance such as 
striping will not be construed as reconstruction. 

 
8. At the time of permit application, the petitioner will need to provide evidence that all ADA and 

Illinois Accessibility Code parking requirements have been met.   
 

9. Where existing mature trees of five inches or greater in diameter (measured 3 from grade) are to 
be removed, replacement is required.   

 
10. The proposed plat of dedication for Rush Street must be provided in advance of Village Board 

consideration at Committee of the Whole.   
 

11. In order to ensure an adequate supply of parking, occupancy on site is limited to 728, which can 
be reasonably accommodated by the available parking supply calculated by applying section 
12.05(4) of the Zoning Ordinance.     
 

12. If, in the future, the 21 land banked parking spaces are added, further study will be required to 
ensure that there are no issues with queueing and safety. 
 

13. The applicant will work with Village staff to modify the planned emergency access road to Bryn 
Mawr so that it can accommodate exiting northbound vehicles after the conclusion of church 
services/peak hours.  The access road will be closed at all other times to vehicles other than police 
and fire apparatus.    

 
Other Information 
 
During the Public Hearing, the resident at 520 N. Rush commented that he was hoping to see full access 
to Bryn Mawr to help alleviate traffic congestion that can occur following church services.   
 
The Plan Commission discussed this concept in greater detail.  Rather than make the Bryn Mawr curb cut 
for emergency vehicles full access, a compromise was suggested to open the access drive to northbound 
traffic only at the conclusion of church services and peak hours.  The access would be closed to vehicles 
other than police and fire apparatus at all other times.   
 
The petitioner’s contractor indicated that this could be achieved and indicated that the project team will 
work with staff to come up with a suitable solution through signage, barriers, or other means which are 
suitable from an engineering and police/fire perspective.   
 
Separately, since the Public Hearing, the petitioner has prepared the requested Plat of Dedication which is 
attached for your information.  The plat is under review at this time and compliance will be verified 
during the permit review process with condition 4 above directly addressing the matter. 
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